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In this edition we examine the theme of Summerfruit with a spotlight on how to get ready for the 

busy season. 

• Passionate about Summerfruit. 

• Audit Services for Summerfruit. 

• The Logistics’ Dilemma and Quality Cherries. 

Passionate about Summerfruit 

The AgriChain Centre has always been passionate about Summerfruit and it has been helping the 

industry to grow for the last 20 years. Our work with Summerfuit started with Anne-Marie Arts about 

30 years ago and then carried on by Max Ciccioni. 

Max's passion comes from his home town Emilia Romagna, which is an Italian region well known 

for Spaghetti Bolognese, Parmesan Cheese and Ferrari. Aside from that, the region is also one of the 

biggest Summerfruit growing areas in Italy. During his Master’s thesis research project entitled: "The 

control of the ripening process for Peaches and Nectarines", Max developed a strong interest towards 

Summerfruit because of the challenges it presented and its potential application. 

Twenty years on, The AgriChain Centre offers a wide range of value-adding services to the 

Summerfruit industry which spans from phytosanitary export certification (auditing, inspection, 

verification), independent quality inspections & loadouts, packhouse training on quality management, 

phytosanitary inspections and mystery shopping. 

To discuss Summerfruit needs, contact Massimo Ciccioni on 027 445 1309 or at 

mciccioni@agrichain-centre.com 

Audit Services for Summerfruit 

Where have the past 9 months of the year gone? It feels like we have missed a few months in 2020 

due to that disruptive virus commonly called COVID-19. Believe it or not, we are only a few months 

away from the Summerfruit export season. With that, what comes to the minds of everyone involved 

is phytosanitary export certification compliance among all of the other things growers and packhouses 

have to work on, let alone logistics and labour. 

What countries am I going to export to? What systems do I need to have in place? Have I registered 

for that programme? What Independent Verification Agency (IVA) am I going to use? Well, these 

are all decisions that need to be made sooner rather than later and in such way that leaves you enough 

time to update your operating systems, get it audited and approved in time to implement before the 

crazy season starts. 

The AgriChain Centre is an IVA approved to audit MPI Approved Organisations (MAOs). We have 

extensive knowledge of Summerfruit and a good understanding of the pressure level in which the 

industry operates under. Timeliness is critical for getting you over the line and for a smoother ride 

throughout the season. As the last thing you want to end up with is a delayed start of the export season 

because the auditors are too busy to visit you when needed! 

https://agrichain-centre.com/commercial-services/fresh-hub/#pass
https://agrichain-centre.com/commercial-services/fresh-hub/#audit
https://agrichain-centre.com/commercial-services/fresh-hub/#logic
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Our professional and knowledgeable staff are available for any queries related to your system. Our 

endeavour is to turn the typically painful and costly auditing process into a value adding exercise. 

Rather than finding faults, our auditors are there to verify your system compliance, find ways for you 

to continuously improve and help you stay updated as an organisation. So that New Zealand’s 

reputation of producing high quality and safe food products can be maintained. 

Being a multicultural company working in a multicultural industry, we consider diversity of people 

and communication a critical part for the success of an audit. 

Just a reminder! Exporters and Packhouses which intend to export cherries to Taiwan, Japan and 

Thailand need to register by the 31st of October through Summerfruit NZ. 

To discuss auditing needs, contact Melissa Zainey on 0275539194 or at mzainey@agrichain-

centre.com 

The Logistics’ Dilemma and Quality Cherries 

Summerfruit production is an important sector in New Zealand’s Primary Industries. Being export 

based, like many of our other Primary Industries, means that it is directly affected by global 

conditions. With COVID-19, the airspace has significantly reduced due to border restrictions, which 

limits the capacity to move highly perishable products, like cherries, overseas. This is going to create 

a shift at the point where product is exported. 

In the past cherries have largely been air freighted from Christchurch with a smaller amount going 

out via Auckland. This coming season it is likely that Auckland is going to be the main export hub 

for air freighted cherries. Also, a late Chinese New Year and higher cost of air freight might mean an 

increase in sea freight. 

What should exporters be aware of from a quality point of view? 

The longer journey from Central Otago to Auckland and the potential of more cherries being shipped 

by sea freight will extend the transit time, which could increase the risk of product deterioration. 

Temperature control plays an important role in reducing the risk of developing rots & mould, 

softening of the product, pitting, stem browning and any defects related to handling during transport. 

A quality check at point of export is an important tool that gives exporters peace of mind and 

assurance that the product is in the optimum condition for transit. 

The AgriChain Centre undertakes independent quality assessments and can supervise the loading of 

containers for export of Summerfruit in Auckland and Christchurch. This process provides a written 

record of the quality of the product and information on whether it is suitable for insurance inherent 

vice and sea freights. All reports are electronic and we use an innovative objective way to measure 

firmness of cherries. A graphical dashboard which provides performance trend analysis is provided 

as part of the service. 

If you are an exporter and are interested in either of these services, contact Massimo Ciccioni on 027 

445 1309 or at mciccioni@agrichain-centre.com 
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